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either be made Emperor or be beheaded, at  the
accession of the  Grand  Duke.     This   artfal   and
decisive  man,  possessed  ot   uncommon    fortitude,
has  not  a   single  friend;    and   vet   the    number
of his   creatures   and   creditors,   who    with    him
would lose their  all,  is  so  great  m   every   class
of the  people,   that   his party is  extremely   for-
midable.     He  amasses   immense   treasures*   m   a
country where   everything  is  venal.     Accustomed
never to  pay his debts,  and disposing   of   every-
thing in Russia, he does not find any difficulty la
accumulating enormous sums.    He  has   aa  apart-
ment,    the   key   of   which    he    keeps     himself,
partitioned out from top to  bottom,   and  divided
into a great number of boxes,  filled   with   bank
bills   of   Russia,   Denmark,   and   particularly   of
Holland and England.   A person in  his   employ-
ment proposed the purchase of a library to   him,
appertaining to a great lord that had lately died*
Potemkin took him into his  bank bill apartment*,
where   the   only   answer   he   made   was    asklttg
whether  he imagined   this   library was   of   equal
value with the one proposed.    Possessed   of such
pecuniary aid, he  has no  need   of any other   to